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$ S I hope I have, by this time, made the 
- Conſtitution and Oeconomy of our happy 
Frame of Government ſufficiently known 
and underſtood, by the general ſketches thereof, which 
1 have endeavored to delineate for you, MY HONOR- 
ED and BELOVED BRETHREN and FELLOW-C1TIZENS ; 
ſo, I ſhall, now attempt to explane the Diſtempers, 
incident to the GRBAT Bopy PoriTic, which I have 
deſcribed. By which, every Subject may, at all times, 
1 4s. ag to Judge of the ſtate of Health of the 
.Coumon WEALTH, in order to miniſter timely and 
adequate Preventatives, or Remedies, ſuitable to the 
particular Emergency. 
_ In my mnineth Addreſe; A. it 
Definition of a Body Pais that occured co 
the beſt Reſearches, I was* aWEAS\ make, among the 
Law-writers ; who call th D Eſtates in PaRLE- 
MENT, THz GREAT Bupy Porztic of the Realm. 
Though, in m humble Apprehenſion, this is, rather, 
too contracted. 3 View: For, the Kinc, Loxps and 
Commons, foym/but'the Body Polilic, Reprefentative of 
the GREAT Hopy, CorrorRaTE, which is the Common- 
WEALTH, .or Givil Saciety, at large, of which, every 
Individual is a Member. From this extended Proſ- 
pe, we ſhall beſt be able to judge of the Health, or 
Diſeaſes of the whoſe Bady Politic, or Community. 

W HoEVER views our Siſtem of Government, in 
this Light, will not find it difficult, to trace out ſeve- 
ral Parts, in our Community, bearing cloſe Analogy to 
the Parts of the Body Natural, and ſtanding in the 
like order of Relation to, and having the like De- 
pendence upon, thoſe of the one, as of the other. In 
this Acceptation, you take in, not only the King, 
Lords, and Commons, but all the Zufices, Sherifs, and 
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Officers and Miniſters of the State, 


other ſubordinate 


whether civil, ecclefiaſtical, or military; as well, as 


the groſs Body of the Community, which, in this 
moſt perfect Syſtem of civil Society, are indiſſolubly 
linked and connected together, as in one Body; ſo that 
we are all, indiſcriminately, truely and abſolutely, 
Members one of another : For, among us, none Indi- 
vidual can fuffer, without a poſitive Breach of that 
Connexion, that Union, which is eſſentially neceſſary to 
complete a Perfect Body Politic ; nor can any be taint- 
ed in his political Principles, without more, or leſs 
Danger of infecting the whole Body: Which makes 
it incumbent on every Member, to endeavor to rectify 
all falſe Notions, in another; and if, after all due 
Methods of Cure are fairly and fully tried, any Mem- 
ber continues incurable ; like a rotten, or incurable 
Member of the Body Natural, he is to be cut off the 
Body Politic, or excluded civil Society, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Whole. | 


By the Intendment of Law, every Body Politic is 


Immortal. And, indeed, every well conſtructed 
Body Politie being endued with all the Requiſites, fuch 
as Means of providing for a perpetual Succeſſion, and 


for its general Peace and Wealth, by Laws, Powers, 


Sc. muſt, if well regulated and conducted; prove of 
as perpetual Duration, as this Earth, or any of its 
Furniture, | 

Ir all the Conſtituent Parts of the Body Politic be 
wiſe and virtuous, that is, have Knowledge enough 
to diſcern the Principles and Laws of 19 Body, and 
Integrity and Reſolution enough to promote the gene- 


ral Obſervance thereof, our Conſtitution muſt hve for 


ever: But, on the contrary; if the ſeveral Parts 
want that neceſſary Knowledge and Integrity, the fa- 
tal Conſequences muſt be, à Breach of the neceſſary 
Connexion, a Diſunion of the Parts, whence, a ſenſible. 
Weakneſs and Degeneracy, will follow: For, then, 


every Individual wilt ſet up a private Intereſt for him- 


ſelf, totally ſeparate ad diſtinct from that of the Pub- 
lie, or Society; not conſidering, that the only true and 
effectual. Means of ſecuring private Intereſt, is pro- 
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(4) 
moting the public Weal. This Diviſion will induce * 
general Depravity. Parties and Factions will be raiſed, 
againſt the common Intereſt. All Regard to Wiſdom 
and Virtue will be laid aſide. Corruption and Venality 
will take place, and Diſſolution and Ruin muſt wan, 
inevitably follow. 

L:T no Man vainly flatter himſelf, that he may not 
be involved in this general Calamity: This Gulph, 
in the End, muſt fallow Place- men and Penſioners, 
as well, as Patriots, In this Caſe, no Man, can be ſup- 
poſed unconcerned, no Man can ſtand neuler; every 

lan has a Venture, or Share on board the great 
Barque, every Man has a Part to act; and he, that 
does not, to the utmoſt of his Power, endeavor to 
obvia e the Deſtruction of Society, by fulfilling 
the Duty of his Sphere ; is inevitably involved in the 
Guilt; and, if he does not feel the puniſhment of 
it, temporally; bids fair for a wretched Eternity. 

Bovizs Pol ir ic are ſuppoſed to have no Paſſions ; 
nor, indeed, can they, conſiſtent with Health, have 
any. All muſt co-operate freely and diſpaſſionately, 
in order fo promote the main End of Civil Society, 
the good of the whole Body ; which muſt ever be pro- 
ductive of that of Individuals. . 

I nave already briefly laid down the End of the 
Inſtitution, and the Office and Duty of the Three 
Eſtates, ſeverally and jointly, in an bealthful State. I ſhall 
now endeavor to point out the Signs of the principal 
Diſtempers, incident to them, reſpectively; with their 

Evil Tendencies and Conſequences, in the ſame Order; 
and thence, deſcend to ſome lower Particulars. You 
wall, hereby, become Judges, whether the Body Po- 
litic, or its conſtituent Parts, be in an healthful, - or 
diſtempered State: If it be found in the former State, 
it is neceſſary to be active and vigilant, in preſerving 
that Healih, on which the Welfare of the whole Com- 
munity and of every ſingle Member thereof, muſt 
ever depend: And, if it be found in the later, a 
morbid State, you are to labor inceſſantly to reſtore it, 
for the ſame obvious Reaſons; by a {-afonable Ap- 
plication of proper Remedies, of which I ſhall offer 

you 


(5] 
you the beſt Hints, that Time and Circumſtances can 
afford. 

Ta Body natural is not more ſubject to Diſtempers 
and Diſeaſes, than the Body Politic; and there is 
hardly a Diſtemper, or Diſeaſe, incident to the one, 
to which the other is not ſubject. | 

Has the Body Natural its Periods of Conception 
and Growth, from Infancy, to middle Age and perfect 
Vigor, and then, its time of Declenſion, Weakneſs and 
final Diſſolution ? So has the Body Po'tic, 

Is the Body of Man ſubject to an, almoſt, infinite 
variety of Diſtempers, deducing their Origine, from 
Kepletion, or Inanition, to ſpeak in the Language of 
Phyſicians ; that is, firſt, to too great a Plenitude, or 
Fullneſs ; owing to the taking in, either too much, 
or unſound, or unwholeſome, Aliments, or tainted 
Air; to Inaion, or want of neceſſary Exerciſe ; or, to 

Obftruftion, or irregularity in the neceſſary Diſcharges ; 

or, ſecondly, to too great [nanition, or Emptineſs, 
for want of due, wholeſome Nouriſhment, or, for want 
of good Digeſtion and Aſſimulation ; or through ſome 
violent, or unnatural Drains, or Diſcharges of the nu- 
tritious Fuices, or Vita! Fluids ?---So is the Body Politic, 
or the State. Has Luxury and Luft introduced an innu- 
merable variety of enervating and foul, foreign Diſeaſes 
into Man ?---So, theyalſo have, into the Common Wealth, 

To write expreſsly, on every Article of theſe, 
would be no leſs, than a tedious Commentary on 
the whole Body of Phyſc; for which, I am, in 
no reſpect, qualified, at preſent. Let it, then, ſut- 
fice, for the inſtant Purpoſe; that I give you the Di- 
agnoſtics; or, ſo lay open the external Signs, or Symp- 
roms, of the principal Diſeaſes, that you may, at 
Sight, diſcern, whether the Body Politic be in a diſtem 
pered, or healthful State, Till which time, you can 
not hope to be able to apply any rational Remedy, 
To begin, then, in Phyſical Order, with the Heap 
of the Bopy PoLiTic ; 

Ir I were, here, to confine my ſelf to the real and 
true Head, Our SoverEicn LORD The KING, I 
could, with ſtrict Truth and Juſtice, without glancing 
SY ” A 3 al. 
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at Flattery, or Compliment ; ſhew, that this Body 
Politic, or that of England, never had one more juſt, 
more legal, more ſound, or more ſtriftly, or generally 
ConsTITUTIONAL, than BOTH the Kincs of the pre- 
ſent Family have proved themſelves. The moſt in- 
veterate and malignant Enemies of THESE PRINCES 
muſt, with me, con'eſs, that THEY were called to the 
Throne, by the unerring Voices of a BRAVE, FREE 
PEOPLE, upon pure CoNnSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES, 
to reſcue our Lives and Liberties, our Religion and Laws, 
from Arbitrary Power and Anticonflitutional, Hereditary 
Tyramy, And, I can defy the moſt obdurate Anta- 
goniſts of THIs FAMILY, or the moſt ſtrenuous Ad- 
vocates for the S/avery, from which THEY were called 
to free us; to give a ſingle Inſtance of any anticonſti- 
tutional Scheme laid, or one Arbitrary Step taken, in 
the Gevernment of theſe Kingdoms, by either of 
THESE KiNGs, fince the Acceſſion of the Firft, or Se- 
cond to the Throne. No; not ſo much as, a foreign 
Favorite has been introduced into the Councils, or 
Miniſtry of Britain, or Ireland, by THEIR Direction; 
but, Both Nations have been ruled and governed, by 
the Principles of their own Policy, or by the Advice 
and Conſent of their Parlements ; where alone, all the 
Grievances, that may, with any Reaſon, be com- 
plained of; are to be charged. 

1 NEED not go to Particulars to prove the Truth of 
theſe Poſitions : I think it enough, to ſhew, in ge- 
neral, that though Tatse Princes found, in theſe 
Kingdoms, at ſundry different times, the moſt igno- 
rant and corrupt Parlements; ſuch as have ftruck at 
the very Foundation of our Conſtitutions, by making 
many anticonſtitutional Acts, and iinpoſing ſuch an 
immenſity of Debis, Taxes and Penal Laws, as were 
never before known, in theſe Realms; and ſuch, as 
had they been veſted in the Hands of any of the pre- 
ceding Kings, within this Centuty; would, in all 
Probability, not have left ſo much, as a Wreck behind, 
whereby our Government might be, now, known, or 
remembered; yet, have you ſtill, ParremenTs and 
Juris, and all the other eſſential Privileges and Rights, 
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1 
inherent to your Conſtitution; while you have the 
Wiſdom and Virtue to aſſert and ſupport them. 

Tukss Conſiderations, alone, are ſufficient to 
make every ſenſible and diſpaſſionate Man, content 
and happy under ſuch an Heap. It is, to me, moſt 
certain, that ſome Centuries hence, if any Traces of 
the Britiſh Government will be, ſo long, permitted 
to remain; and that the Hiſtory of Exgland will be 
fairly tranſmitted to thoſe Times, and read; that, when 
the furious, blind Spirits of Faction and Diſcontent are 
dead, and it be cooly conſidered, what kind of Par- 
lements and what a Miniſtry infeſted England, in his 
Reign; the Memory of GEORGE the Firſt will 
be had in greater reverence, than that of any of thoſe, 
to whom Glory and Immortality are, now, attributed, 
That this poor Kingdom did not reap all the Benefits 
of his noble, wiſe and juſt Diſpoſition to govern it, a- 
greeable to the Conſtitution, is, ſolely to be attributed, 
to his Evil Counſellors in the Parlements of England and 


Tfreland: For, had either but rightly informed him of 


his Prerogative, in Ireland, or of the Rights and Privi- 
leges of his Triſh Subjects, it is not to be imagined, that 
ſo brave, ſo juſt a Prince could ſubmit to be made, but 
aTitular King of a nominal Kingdom, and its Inhabitants 
Slaves: For, ſuch were both rendered, when Eugliſß 
As of Parlement were made to bind Ireland, without 
the Conſent, or even, the Knowledge of the People; 
but, more eſpecially, when the King and People were 
ſtripped of their Parlementary Judicature, in this 
Kingdom Thus, you ſee, that without remov- 
ing the evil Counſellors from before the King, you can 
hardly hope to find his THRONE eſtabliſhed in Righte- 
cine ; or in the Hearts of his People, on which 


alone, it can ſecurely ſtand. 


Bur, as we are never to hope to feel, or ſee 
the Sun-ſhine of MEST, in this poor Kingdom 
except by dull Reflection, at ſecond, or third hand; 
. may, more ſtrictly, confine our Views to thoſe, 
who are deputed, as Vice gerents to the Heap. Let 
theſe then, be the Objects of our preſent Medicinal 
Enquiry, - be BR 
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18 
Ix, then, yeu find any Man of approved Senſe, 
Knowledge and Probity, put into the Office of the 
King's Lieutenant, who acts up to the Excellence and 
Dignity of the Regal Office, as ft forth in my fiveth Ad- 
dreſs ;, the Ht ap is in an Healthful State; ſo, proba- 
bly, is the Britiſh Miniſtry, and the publick Oeconomy 
muſt go on well. But, on the contrary ; if you ſhould 
find any Perſon put into that Office, void of Senſe 
and Virtue, and utterly unknowing in the Con- 
ſtitution and Affairs of the Nation; there is no- 
thing more probable, than, that he ſubmits to take 
it upon low, contemptible Terms, with Powers fo 
cramped and reſtrained, as to be unable to maintain 
the Dignity of the Character, or to do the Service, 
the Public have a right to demand at his Hands. 
Such an one muſt be ſent to ſerve ſome pernicious Pur- 
poſes of a corrupt, abandoned Britiſh Miniſtry, or to 
repair his own Fortune, rendered deſperate by ſiniſter 
Practices, about a Court, or perhaps, by corrupting, 
or influencing Elections; at the Expence of this poor 
Nation. You may know ſuch an one, by his bring- 
ing over a brood of ſtarved Rooks ; wretched, worth- 
leſs Dependents, of every Claſs, along with him ; 
who are to be crowded into every vacant Place, in the 
State, in the Church, or in the Army, without the left 
Regard to Merit, or Qualification. When theſe Lo- 
cuſts are gratified, then, and not till then, the Opulent 
Iriſh, who can purchaſe Places, may expect Prefer- 
ment: For, Places, civil, eccleſiaſtic, and military, 
will then, be publicly, hawked for Sale, upon the Ex- 
change, in the Coffee-bouſes and open Streets; except 
fome few of greater Importance, that will be kept 
Vacant, as Lures for ſome of our own Birds of Prey, 
till his Excellency's Departure. 5 | 
Tx firſt Care, of. ſuch a Lieutenant, if with ſuch 
J you ever ſhould be curſed; will be to make a Faction 
p in Parlement, ſtrong enough, to ſerve all his private 
Purpoſes. He, therefore, will make himſelf Friends 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. Bribes and Pen- 
ions will be freely and plentifully diſpenſed to the 
good Managers, and their numerous Gang of Under- 


lings. 
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lings. Then, will he be ſure of having Heaps of 
the foul Incenſe, of Adulation, daily paid him; and 
Thanks will be formally voted, in an Addreſs to his 
M aJesTY, for ſending ſuch a Log to rule the Frogs. 
Weir! ſuch a Lieutenant will open the Seffion, 
and will have got his ill indicted Leſſon, ſo badly, as 
to be ſcarce able to read it, from the Throne. How- 
ever, he will be obliged, publicly, to inform the Par- 
lement, that he has no Inſtructions from his Majeſty, 
to demand more, than the uſual and neceſſary Supplies, 
for the Support of the Eftabliſhment. With this, the 
People will be ſatisfied, and think themſelves happy 
and ſecure. But, yet, he will, privately, document his 
Minions, to raiſe Fears of a foreign Invaſion, of an In- 
ſurrection, or a Rebellion; of the Want of Arms, 
Forts, Barracks, &c. For which, his Excellency, 
who may be ſoon ſuperſeded, and will not, therefore, 
be accountable ; muſt have an unlimited Vote of Cre- 
dit, in order to repleniſh his own empty Coffers, and 

to pay his Mercenaries. Im 
UxpER ſuch an Adminiſtration, you will find the 
moſt lawleſs, the moſt iniquitous Acts of Parlement 
paſſed, to give Sanction to the utmoſt Oppreſſion, 
and the moſt deſtructive, horrid Tyranny | 

Yoo will, probably, tell me, I have miſtaken my 

intended Courle ; and that I have deſcribed a Rump, 
not an Head. It is very true: But, it has often been 
the Faſhion in England, ſo to reverſe Matters, as to 
ſend. us over, ſuch a baſe, prepoſterous Tool, ſuch a 
foul, excrementitious Excreſcence of miniſterial, arbitr 
Power, as has proved the Burleſque, inſtead of the Re- 
preſentative, of MajesTy. By ſuch, have paſſed Parle- 
ments, been corrupted and inſlaved; and by ſuch was 
the Nation involved irredeemably, in Debt; let 
Courtiers, if they can, ſhew for what. Such made 
_ thoſe profitable Places and alluring Titles of Honor, 
which they did not otherwiſe ſell; the Mages of Praſti- 
tution, or Parricide ; and, formerly, loaded the higheſt 
Offices, in the State, the Church, and the Army, with 
ſuch, as, inſtead of filling their reſpective Places, diſ- 
graced them; and proved, not only, a Reproach to = 
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evil, trcleflaſtit and military Offices, conferred on 
rr ; but to human Nature itſelf !—1f you have not 
hown, you muſt have heared of, ſuch, My Frrienos, 


Strong traces of their barbarous Foot-ſteps, ſtand laſt- 


ing Monuments of their Infamy, and our Misfortune, 


all over the Kingdom. 


Y ov have not leſs to dread from a corrupt Lieute- 
nant, than from a foreign Army: For, as the Diſtem- 
pers of the Head, mult ever be communicated to the 
Body; ſach an one, as I have deſcribed, is enough to 


infect, nay, to poiſon a more ſtrong and extenſive 


State, than ours. If the Conſtitution be ſtrong and 
vigorous, ſuch a diftempered Head will cauſe violent 
Shocks, Fevers, in the State, to ſhake off the morbid 
Malter; but if weak, it muſt end in agoniſing Con- 
dul ions, or linger out, in a languid and depſbrabie 
Conſumption, ſome of the Limbs becoming Paralytic, 
before the final Diſſolution. 

Ir is every Citizen and Subject's Duty, to watch 
the Invaſion of any of theſe Diſeaſes, of which, I 
have here enumerated the Symptoms, in the Head ; 
and to warn the Commons thereof, whoſe Duty and 
Office it 1s, to interpoſe parlementary Remedies, by 
the Iuſtruction and at the Demand of their Conſtitu- 
ents, See, in this Reſpect, how much depends 
on the Miſdom and Virtue of your Commons ! And how 
much their Senſe and Virtue depends upon thoſe of 
their Conſtituents, 1s, already, made manifeſt. 

I comt, now, to the ſecond Eſtate, or Part of the 


Body Politic, THE Iloust of Peters. What this 


mould be, upon the original Principles of the Con- 
ſtitution, I have, already, endeavored to ſhew you, 
itt my ſeventh Addreſs. Whether, or how far, the 
eerage has receded from the primitive, healthful 
Inſtitution, is eaſily judged, by Compariſon. 

Bor let me recommend to you, a Method of 
Compariſon, Make your Enquiry thus, then; 
Dip the ortcixRal CorsrTirUTLION of Enpland, 
preſcribe, that the Number of Peers ſhould be li- 
mited and aſcertained ? That they ſhould conſiſt of 
2 certain Numben of Men, who had diſtinguiſhed 
9 chemſelves, 
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chemſelves, in Council, or in Battle, by Niſdom 
Virtue and Proweſs ; who were poſſeſſed of free and 
independent Manor bad Eftates, arid had the Honors 
and Privileges of Peerage, confered on them, with 
Succeſſion to their virtuous Heirs, by Conſent, or 
Act of PART EM ENT? And of others, who ſigna- 
liſed themſelves, by exlenſve Learning and Know- 
edge; firitt Virtne, pure Religion and eminent Piety, 
for which they were to be HOSEN, by their Brethren, 
without a modern, miniſterial Conge d' elire, and pre- 
This 
holds equally juſt and true of the oK IGN AL Con- 
sI Turo of Jreland. Upon this wiſe and noble 
Eſtabliſhment, you, certainly, can have no Diſtem- 
per, no Corruption to fear, in that aucusT Coun- 
CIL. h 5 

Bur, if ever you ſhould live to ſee, what is, by 
no Means, impoſſible ; the Miniſtry, by an over- 
Stretch of the Prerogative, increaſe and multiply the 


Number of temporal Peers, at Pleaſure, conferring 


Titules, without the leſt Regard to Merit, to Qua- 
lification, or to the Conſtitution ; nay, in down- 
right Oppoſition to all; if without Diſtinction, the 
opulent Fool, or the ambitiens Knave ; the iniquitous 
Drudge of illicit Power, or the clamorous, contentions 
Mal content ; the Lewd, the Abandoned, the Profligate, 
and the Prodigal receive Peerage to gratify theit 
Vanity, or Ambition, to recompence their Servility, 
or Proſtitution ;, or to Silence affected Oppoſition ;, by 
raiſing them above the Reach of the ' injured Popu- 
lace, or to intitule them, or their pigmy Progeny 
of Peerlings, to Penfions on the Public; if to ſuch 
abje& Circumſtances, as theſe, to which, open Dit: 
regard to Merit and the Conſtitution, directly tends ; 
your temporal Peers ſhould ever, thus, dwindle, of 
degenerate; this pretious Part of your Government 
muſt be actually undone, totally vverturned. It will 
become a rotten Member ; and; inſtead of being of 
Uſe, muſt become a burdenſome Excreſcence, 4 
grievous and offenſive Nuſance to the Body Politic, 
abſolutely immedicable. RRV 1 5 
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You may, perhaps, judge, this Degeneracy of 
the Temporal, well enough guarded againſt, by the 
Spiritual Lords, I muſt confeſs, it is a Humane, a 
Chriſtian Surmiſe. But, alas! my FRIENns, it is 
not quite Politic.— While the Bißbops, were elected, 
by the Clergy, and approved, by Parlement, ſuch a 
general Spirit of Emulation to excell in Learning, 
Morality and Religion, was kept up in that divine 
Order, as gave us moral Aſſurance, that Biſhops 
muſt have been of the moſt excellent of Men; and, 
conſequently; a Ballance againſt the general Corrup- 
tion and Degeneracy of all the Lay Lords, ſhould that 
be poſſible. But, this Security has been taken away, 
by the Perverſeneſs of ſome abandoned Miniſtry, un- 
der arbitrary Tyrants, in England, and the fatal In- 


croachment was long connived at, by weak, or wick- 


ed Parlements, and at laſt, ſhamefully confirmed : 
So, that Archbiſbops and Biſhops are, all, univerſally, 
Creatures of the Prerogative. Your only Aſſurance 
of the Goodneſs of Biſhops, then, ariſes from the 
Appointment of the King. And, no Doubt, if 
His MaJjesTY were left to his own, free Choice, we 


mould have thoſe ſacred Places filled, with Worthies 
only. But, it 1s certain, that he is ſeldom permitted 


to know the true Characters of thoſe, who are ap- 


pointed Archbiſhops, or Biſhops, in England, and 
much leſs, in Ireland. The later of which, are ge- 
nerally left to the Appointment of the King's Lieu- 
tenant for this Kingdom, with whom, the Biſhops 
will, generally, be found of @ Piece. If it be our 
good Fortune to have a wiſe and virtuous Lieutenant, 
which does not always happen ; he will, to be ſure, 
conſider the great Weight and Importance of this 
ſacred Office, not only, to Religion, but to civil Go- 
vernment. For the Sake of the former, he muſt 
think it incumbent on him, to chooſe Men of ap- 
proved Learning and Knowledge; Virtue, Religion 
and general Probity; and for the later, as they are to 
be Legiſſators, he can not, with any Degree of Juſtice, 


Reaſon, or good Policy, chooſe any other, than the 


Natives of the Country, who mult be ſuppoſed beſt 
= ' "+ 5.1 2 
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qualified for the Superintendants of the Religion, or 
the Law. givers, of the State. ae 
Bur, the general Cauſes, Defigns and Manners of 
the Miniſtry's Appointment of a Lieutenant, makes 
that great Office, as before obſerved ; often likely to 
fall upon. Men void of Senſe and Virtue, and of 
every other Qualification; and, conſequently ; the 
Appointment of Biſhops may, ſometimes, fall, ſome- 
what ſhort of the Purity of the primitive Inſtitution, 
By the Manner of their Appointment, and the Exer- 
ciſe of their Functions, you may learn how far the 
State of your ſpiritual Peers, 1s healthful, or diſtem- 
pered, conititutional, or anti-conſtitutional. 
Is you ſhould find ſome of the many voracious 
Mercenaries, that faſten, or are faſtened, upon the 
King's Lieutenant, in England; who equally gape, 
and are equally qualified, for Civil Employments, 
Eccleſiaſtical © Benefices, or Military Commiſſions, 
being, generally, alike unknowing in the Offices and 


Duties of all, and bred up in an incurable Contempt 


of, and an implacable Averſion, or Enmity to, this 


oppreſſed, or, as they are taught to call it; conquered 


Country; if ſuch, I ſay, be appointed Biſhops, and 
make a Majority iv the Houſe, though they may not 
be able to ſpeak Senſe, or common Engliſh, yet may 
they infect your whole ſupreme Council, make, not 
only your civil, but, even, your religious Eftabliſh- 
ment, weak and deſpicable. Such, will ever be 
Panders, to their profligate Maſter, while he has the 
Policy to keep them dependent, by further Proſpect of 
Tranſlation, from one Biſhoprick, to an other; and 
while they will ever be ready to ſacrifice the Honor 
and Intereſt of this Country, in general, of the au- 
guſt Court of Parlement, in particular; to the Luſt 
of the Miniſtry, they will trample all Appearance of 
Religion, Morality, and good Policy, under Feet. 
Inſtead of making Godlineſs their Gain, they will 

make Gain ſupport the bare out-ward Form, or Garb 
of Godlineſs. Religion to ſuch Men, will be, but a 


Trade: Churches and Courts will be kept up and 


open, only, as Shops, for ſordid Lucre. And what 
Tools 


% 
- -d * 


[14] 
Tools ſhall we have for Clergy ? Such as the Biſbop, 
ſoch will be the Parſon! The loweſt Creature in 
Power, has his Paraſite, Such Biſhops will have 
theirs. Theſe will be loaded with ecclęſiaſtical Benefices 
and Pluralities ; and allowed to re/ide wherever they 
will, while ſome poor, unhappy Curate, an J1ri 
Slave, as he is deemed ; though of patient Merit, tor 
forty, perhaps, thirty, or tweaty Pounds a Year, poor- 
ly paid, mult bear the Heat and Burden of the Day; | 
mult do all the Duty of him, that receives many hun- 
dred Pounds a Year, and is cloathed in Purple and fine 
Linen, and fare: ſumptuouſly every Day; by grinding 
and oppreſſing the induſtrious Poor, with the molt 
unreaſonable, mercileſs Exactians ! { 
Bz1nG well verſed and lang practiſed, in this Me- 
thod of accumulating Church Livings, will, under an 
evil Adminiſtration, become one of the neceſſary 
Means of Promotion to a Mitre. He that has ſume-- | 
thing to give up, to gratify an inferior Dependent ; 4 
with very little Intereſt, which Money, in ſuch Days, 2 
will always procure; may get an higher Place, and 
t 
} 
7 
t 


ſo the religious Barter, will be pioufly carried on, till 
all Traces of Morality and Religion be utterly ex- 
tirpated 

War good Man could wiſh, could bear to be a 
Peer, or a Biſhop, in ſuch Times and on ſuch Terms? 
Who, with the lighteſt Senſe of Virtue, does not 
diſdain and deteſt the Thought? What muſt become 
of that Body Politic, whoſe Chief Member, or ſupreme 
Council is of this Caſt ?---Wherever, or when ever 
this becomes the Caſe, there and then, one third of A 
the Body Politic will be perverted and rendered worſe, cl 
to the State, than a Cancer, or a Mortification, to the L 
Body Natural. One of the principal Fountains, li 
thorough which, RERLICIoN and Law, are to iſſue, for at 
the general Support of the whole Conſtitution z will h. 
be poiſoned ; whence, a general Depravity of Reli- 
gion, Manners and Policy y, the Extinction of. Liber- bl 
ty, and the Subverſion of Civil Society, muſt, ſoon Mill fir 
inevitably enſue ! by 

I THiNnK I hear ſome of the fern of you, that.ever In 
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read any thing, relating to your Country, or your 
ck ** out; This is all very well! Here is a 
moſt ſhocking Pourtrait, indeed ! But, what is this 
hideous Draught to us ? Sure all the World knows, 
our Lord Lieutenant is a moſt excellent noble Man : Our 
Lords are all deſcended from a moſt illuſtrious Race of 
Nobility, or created in pure Regard to their own re- 
ſplendent Merit and Virtue : And our Biſheps, though 
moſt of them be Foreigners, yet do they all, per- 
fectly fill their Stations, and prove themſelves poſ- 
ſeſſed of every Grace and Virtue, that can adorn 
them, in their religious, or legiſlative Capacities. 
Why then, ſhould theſe hideous Phantoms be raiſed 
to frighten, us? — Miſtaken Men! Does a Man's 
being tiled, his Grace, or his Zxcelleucy ; Right 
Honorable, or Right Reverend, aſſuredly confer Grace, 
ar Excellency; Honor, or Reverence? — You can nat 
be ſo. grofsly, abſurd, as to imagine it. But, let the 
Preſent be as great and as good, as you can boaſt ; 


| and that they AC —— what they are, bleſs Gop I 


vet, ſhould you ſtill look back, and, from paſſed 
Evils, dread and guard againſt Future. Remember, 
then, you have had a POYNINGS, a WENT- 
WORTH, a BERKLEY, an ESSEX, a CAR. 
TERET, and many ſuch like Vice-Roys, who laid 
themſelves out, for nothing leſs, than the utter Rum 
and Deſtruction of your Country, though by dif- 
terent Means, The firſt Jaid himſelf out for packing 
and corrupting. Parlements; and got that unnatural 
and anti- conſtitutional, that unjuſt and inconſiſtent 
Act, that bears his infamous Name, paſſed, in a 
culled and documented Rump of a Parlement, at 
Drogheda; whale the luke- warm Patriots of that Age, 
ike ſome more modern; were diverting themſelves 
at a Horſe-Race, by his Excellency inſtituted, per- 
haps, for that Purpoſe! . PS: 

As this is the Act, that gave England ſo contempti- 
ble a Notion of us, as. to encourage her Miniſtry, 
lince, ſometimes, to get us bound by Laws, made 
by the, Exgliſs Parlement, without our Conſent ; judg- 


ing, 43 well they might; that a People, who could 


ſuffer 
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fuffer ſuch a Law to paſs, or ſtand, were prepared 
and qualified for any Bondage; I think it well deſerves 
your Conſideration; I ſhall, therefore, beg Leave to 
digreſs here, a little, in order to recite the enacting 
Part, and upon that, to offer you ſome curſory Ani- 
mad verſions. & net 

Tre Tenth: of Henry the Seventh, Chapter the 
Fourth; it is enacted, ©* That at the next Parle- 
ment, that there ſhall be holden by the King's Com- 
mandment and Licence, no Parlement be holden 
hereafter in this Land; of Ireland ; but at ſuch Seaſon 
as the King's Lieutenant and Counſel there firſt do 
certify the King under the great Seal of this Land, 
the Cauſes and Conſiderations, and all ſuch Acts as 
them ſeemeth ſhould paſs in the ſame Parlement, and 
ſuch Cauſes, Conſiderations, and Acts affirmed by 
-the King and his Counſel to be good and expedient 
for that Land, and his Licence thereupon, as well in 
Affirmation of the ſaid Cauſes and Acts, as to ſum- 
mon the ſaid: Parlement under his great Seal of Eng- 
land had and obtained, that done, a Parlement to be 
had and holden after the ſame Form and Effect afore 
"rehearſed: And if any Parlement be holden in that 
Land hereafter, contrary to the Form and Proviſion, 
-aforeſaid, it be deemed void and of none Effect in 
Law.“ = 139 | | , 

HERE ſtands an Act, in which there is not a ſingle 
Sentence conſiſtent with Juſtice, Reaſon, or the Con- 
ſtitution of our Country! An Act, whereby the 
Freedom and frequent Meeting of Parlement, both 
eſtabliſhed on the ruvpAMENTAL PRINCIPLES of ou 
Policy, and ratified by many Acts of Parlement, are 
aitterly aboliſhed. The King's Lieutenant and Coun- 
ſel of Ireland, are to certify the King and Counſel, 
in England, not only, the Cauſes and Conſiderations of 
calling a Parlement, but the A#s, that are judged 
fit to be paſſed! Who are to frame theſe Acts“ 
Who ought, or can make Acts, or frame Bills, but 
the Lords and Commons, in free Parlement aſſembled? 
How then are Acts to be made, or Bills framed, 
when the Parlements are not to be called, 1 * 
a \&s, 
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Acts, which they never made, or could make, are 
certified to, and affirmed by, the King and Counſel? 
Or, ſuppoſe this jarring Contradiction, reconcileable, 
or this Inpaſſibility, poſſible ; that a Liſt of Acts 
Judged neceſſary for the Kingdom, ſhould be ſent to 
the King and Counſel, by his Lieutenant and Coun- © 
ſel, or any other Perſons ; Can the Conſultations and 
Deliberations of our Parlement, be obſtructed, re- 
ſtrained, or preſcribed? No; thank God! they can 
not.--- Thus you ſee, you have had, a Lieutenant and 
Parlement, wicked enough to aboliſh Parlements 
here; which, happily, neither, is, was, or can be, 
inthe Power of Kings, or Parlements. But, how- 
ever, by this Act, it ſeems, our Parlements are not 
to be called, till ſuch Acts, as they know nothing 
of, be affirmed and approved, by the King and 
Counſel of England; and then, forſooth! like a 
petty Gallic Parlement, they are to be convened, to 
regiſter the Edits of thoſe dependent Creatures of the 
Crown, his Excellency, the King's Lieutenant, and 
the moſt Honorable the Privy Counſel !--Can any Man 
in England, be fo hardened a Tyrant, or in . 
ſo contemptible a Slave, as to ſay, this abſurd, this 
prepoſterous, this monſtrous Production, called, 
POYNINGSs ACT, ſhould have the Force, or 
Authority of Law ? No; it is impoſſible ! For every 
Man, of common Senſe and Freedom, muſt ſee and 
confeſs, it wants all the Requiſites of a juft and con- 
ſtitutional Act of Parlement, and, conſequently; is 
but a poor Handle for legal, that worft of Tyranny ! 

YET, abſurd, inconſiſtent, and even unintelligible, 
as this horrid Act, even, with ſubſequent Explanati- 
ons; proves, it is, as far, as poſſible, daily executed : 
For, injurious as it proves, to the whole Kingdom, 
ſome Particulars, are ever found, who for filthy Lu- 
cre, ſet themielves in Oppoſition to the Intereſt of 
their Country. Such get Power and Profit, by this 
Act; no Wonder then it ſhauld be exerciſed. 

Uno ſuch Lieutenants, as this, what Parle- 
ments have you had ?-- What Kind of Lords, Spiritual 
and Temporal 2--Or, what Sort of Commons ?-- The 12 
| B that 
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that can be ſaid for them is, that they were ignorant, 
or corrupt, or both! And, as ſuch muſt ever be ready 
to deſtroy your Conſtitution ; ſo, none, but Men of 
the moſt extenſive good Senſe and Virtue can be ſup- 
poſed likely to reſtore it, where it is deſtroyed, or to 
preſerve the little Remnant of our conſtitutional Rights 
and Privileges, which we are ſtill permitted to poſſeſs. 

I sHALL, at preſent, paſs over, the other excellent 
Lieutenants, and only deſire, you may look back a 
little, My BRETHREN, within your own Memory, 
to the Adminiſtration of the great and learned Vice- 
Roy, the Lord Cartaret, Did not his Excellency un- 
der the fulleſt Declaration of his late Majeſty's moſt 
gracious Intention, to. preſerve the Rights and Liber- 
ties, the Religion and Laws of this Kingdom, where 
he found, even, the profeſſed Papiſts, better Sub- 
jects, than ſome Scotch and Engliſh Proteſtants, were 
in that Reign and this; form a Scheme and attempt 
to execute it, to grant the additional Duties to the 
Crown, for twenty one Years ?--- What could have 
been the Intention of the Miniſtry, in this infernal 
Project ?--Nothing leſs, than the making it unneceſſa- 


ry to the Crown, to call Parlements here, during 


that Space of Time; though by Law and by Right, 
the Parlement ſhould meet and fit every Year. This 
would alſo make it unneceſſary for the Lord Lieute- 
want to ſpend any Part of his Mages, or Sallary here; 
though by Law and by Right, he is obliged to reſide 


here, conſtantly. And, this would give the Parle- 


ment of England an Opportunity of receiving Ap- 
peals, and making Orders and Acts to bind us, a- 
gainſt our Conſent, and conſequently, againſt our 


Law: For, we find, that it has been in the Inter- ſeſſi- 


ons of our Parlements, that theſe Incroachments were 
firſt made, and afterwards, by Force, confirmed. This 


is evident from the Records of the Houſes of Lords of 


Englaud and Ireland; by which it appears, that no 
Appeal was ever made, from the Chancery of Ireland, 
to the Peers of England, before the late Revolution; 
except the two, in my twelveth Addreſs mentioned; 
made in Times of Ignorance, Corruption and _ 

| | Ts | 10), 
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ſion, when we had no Seſſion, nor Proſpect, of a Par- 
lement, here, Yet, after the Revolution, our Con- 
ſtitution was, ſo far, reſtored, that the Juriſdiction 
of Parlement was ſo fully and effectually revived, as, 
not only, to receive and adjudge Appeals, as before 
they had a Right and Power to do ; but to reſtore 
Perſons to the Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates, of which 
they had been diſpoſſeſſed by order of the Houſe of 
Lords of England. As was the Caſe of Edward Earl 
of Meath, and Cecilia Counteſs of Meath, in the Vea 
1703, as formerly obſerved. How comes this Au- 
thority of Parlement, this inherent and eſſential Part of 
the Power and Privilege of Parlement, and of the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subject, to be loſſed? or 
given up? It is plain, it could not have been loſſed, 
or given up, had Par ements but retained due Senſe and 


Integrity, in each Kingdom. And it is as certain, that 


it can not be hoped, that Matters can, in theſe Inſtan- 


ces, ever be, jultly, ſet to Rights, but by reviving 


the Virtue of the Legiſlature, by TREE and UnINFLU- 


_ EncED ELECT:0ONs of the Commons. Remember, 


your Country was ſaved from Carteret's Walpolian 
Plot, but by che Voice. And, that you may remem- 
ber your Friends, as well, as your Enemies; forget 
not then, that this was don: by the caſting Voice of 
the brave Colonel TorręNHAu, who rode Poſt, with 
as great eagerneſs, to prevent, as others have done to 
bring on, the Ruin of his Country. 

Bor, though the Commons, while they retain due 
Senſe and Integrity, muſt ever be a ſufficient Ballance 
againſt the Corruption and Confederacy of the firſt and 
ſecond Eſtate, ſhould that again be poſſible ; and an im- 
pregnableBulwark to the whole Conſtitution; yet, there 
is much danger of their being tainted and infected by the 
evil Example and Influence of theſe Eftares, whenever 
they happen to be diſtempered. Which you may, at any 
time, diſcern, by the following diſtinguiſhing Marks, 

Ir, notwithſtanding the many wiſe Proviſions the 
Law has made, againſt Corruption, or evil Influence in 
that great fundamental Piilar of our Conſtitution, Tae 
ELT IO of Members of Parlement; force, or fraud, 

Fe 2 ſiniſter 


20 ] 
ſiniſter Influence, or Corruption ſhould be openly, and 
aàvowedly, uſed, in the Elections for Counties: If 
moſt of the Cites and Boroughs, or T owns corporate, 
ſhould, by unjuſt and wicked Meaſures, become, ſo 
abſolutely, private Property, that it would be noto- 
rious, that ſuch a Borough belonged to ſuch a Gentle- 
man, ſuch a City, to ſuch a Lord, that the Franchiſe: 
ſhould be daily expoſed to Sale, as well, as the Elec- 
tion of the Members to ſerve them in Parlement; 
What muſt be the Conſequences? Among many 
other diſmal Effects, the following muſt be neceſſari- 
ly produced: The moſt opulent, or powerful Tyraut 
will abſolutely dictate, who ſhall be choſen, or rather, 
nominated, to repreſent him, under the Titule of 
Knight of the Shire for the County, under his [awlefi 
Dominion. And the lordly Owners of the inflaved Ci- 
ties and depopulated Boroughs, will do the ſame, Of 
what kind of Men will your Houſe of Commons, then 
conſiſt ? The Proud Knave, the better to ena- 
ble him to tyramſe, with Impunity, will ſecure him- 
felf a Seat: The vain Fool, to gain vulgar Reſpect, 
will do the ſame : The poor Prodigal will ſpend his 
laſt Penny to purchaſe a ſafe Refuge from his robl ed 
Creditors, and the Laws of his Country : The Men 
of the Profeſſions moſt employed in the State, will think 
their Fortunes well layed out, in purchaſing Seats in 
Parlement the better to intitule them to new, or to 
ſecure the poſſeſſed Places, or Penfions, What is the 
Public to expect from ſuch Commons? None of this 
Claſs can be looked upon, as a Repreſentative. Ne 
public Spirit, no Love of their Conſtituents, or their 
Country, can actuate ſuch narrow Minds! 11]-found- 
ed, and ill-directed Self-Zove will rule all their Ac- 
tions: For, when each Man ſhall come in, to ſerve 
himſelf, not his Conftiiuents, they will be, affuredly, 
looked upon, as the Foot-ſteps to his Ambition, or 
the Toals to ſerve his Purpoſes, not the Body for him to 
ſerve, or repreſent. And, therefore, though without 
a ſingle Qualification, and if poſſible, with leſs Incli- 
nation, to ſerve his Country ; ſuch a Member will lay 
himfelf out to ſerve himſelf and bis Minions, alone, 
2 | | to 
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to gain Places and Penſions, or Titules of Honor, at 
the Expence and Damage of the Public, and to the 
Diſgrace of Society; and all this, perhaps, for the 
better Security of his Perſon from the Hands of Juſ- 
tice and to the gaining outward Reſpect, inſtead of 
the Reproach, the Inſults, his Perfidy, or Tyranny has 
merited and demanded from an injured and incenſed 
Populace ! 

3 hereafter, you ſhould be curſed with an 
Hauſe of Commons of this Caſt, you will know it by the 
tollowing fatal Symptoms; 

ANTICONSTITUTIONAL Commons will treat the 
moſt inſidious i of the worſt Lieutenant, equal 
with the faireſt, of the beſt. They will return 
Thanks, in their Addreſs to the King, for ſending 
the moſt weak, or wicked Ruler, as ſoon as, for the 
moſt wiſe and juſt Governor. They will equally 
crowd the Levee of ſuch a Ruler, wich that of the 
beſt Governor, pay ſervile Adulation alike to both, 
| and will for alittle Preſent, perſonal, or private Gain, 
ſuffer him, nay, aſſiſt him, to ſpoil and plunder their 
Country ! ſuch Commons will be ſeen running in 
Crowds to the Caſtle, to offer their Service, and to 
receive their VWages and their Documents there, before | 
they go to the Parlement Houſe, where you will find | 
them, tory, by Fafion, beaded and ruled by CER- | 
TAIN MANAGERS, who, alone, are let into the 
black Schemes of a profligate Miniſtry. Such, as theſe 
will jnliſt all the fupd, ignorant, Dolts and Slaves, 
they can, in their infernal Bands of Parricides. Short 
and unintelligible Aſtracts of the national Accouuts, 
will, be quickly, glibly paſſed ; without Oppolition, 
without Examination. Whatever Sabſidies are aſked, 
and for whatſgever length of Time, will be inſtantly 
granted; and whatſoeyer Sums are neceſſary to gra- 
tify the Lieutenant, or to pay his Mercenaries and 
Propitutes, the Managers and others; will be readily 
moved, and as e granted, by an exten- 

Ave, perhaps, an unlimited, Vote of Credit. And, 
thus, the Nation will be, irredeemably, run into 
Debt, without obtaining, or being able to ſhew a 

* B 3 ſingle 


1 
ſingle Benefit, or Advantage, acruing to the State. 
Laws will be made to aggrandiſe the Rich, and to 
oppreſs the Poor; by denying the later all the Privi- 
leges of their Conſtitution and the common Benefits 
of Nature. The Citizens, who are, partly, a Military 
Inſtitution, and obliged, not only, to be ſworn under 
Arms, but to keep Arms, will not be allowed to uſe 
them, out of the City, where alone the Uſe of them 
is to be learned; no; not within the City Liberties ! 
If any Man has the Virtue to eſpouſe the Cauſe of any 
in/laved Corporation, and takes upon him to proſecute 
the Suit, for their Redreſs, at Law; all the little Ty- 
rants of Corporations will combine, and paſs a Law, 
to obſtruct Juſtice and the Progreſs of the eſtabliſhed 
Laws! And ſo hardened will they be in their Iniquity, 
that Petitions of Common Right, will be refuſed, or 
rejected! If a Foreign Legiſlature preſumes to impoſe 
that Arbitrary Alis, for Laws, upon this Country, 
without the Conſent, or even the Knowledge of the 
People, or Parlement, ſuch Commons will, tamely 
and tacitly, bear them all; and refuſe to join with the 
Lonkps, when they have the Virtue, to aſſert the 
Rights and Privileges of the Conſtitution and to re- 
monſtrate againſt ſuch deſtructive and tyrannical In- 
eroachments! At the ſame time, that to protect their 
own ill gotten Poſſeſſions, though from the moſt juſt 
and legal Demands ; they will paſs anticonſtitutional 
Votes, declaring it Penal, in any Man, to proſe- 
cute his Rights, or to attempt to execute the Laws of 
his Country, where they claſh with the private, ſor- 
did Intereſt of this potent parlementary Faction ! And 
the greateſt part of the Seſſion will be taken up in ex- 
tending and abuſing the Privilege of Parlement, in 

erſecuting ſome innocent unwary Men, who know- 
ing nothing of the Times, or Perſons privileged; 
ſhall ſue ſome Member, or ſome Perſon under his 
Micit Protection, for a juſt Debt; on the Recovery 
of which, the Well. 1 , perhaps the Lives, of Fa- 
milies mall depend | Such Commons, as, theſe, will 
not dread Demh and Judgment ſo much as the 
Een of Parlement; ſince long Parlements alone, 
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can make their Places, or Penſiont, valuable; to ſe- 
cure which, they will take the Advantage of the length 
of Time, to make Factions for all the black purpoſes 
of the Miniſtry. | 

Up ER ſuch Commons, as theſe, the Public, in ge- 
neral, muſt ſuffer. The moſt daring Inſults and 
Outrages will be offered to the Conſtitution, by evil 
Gove: nors, unjuſt Judges, and wicked Miniſters of Juſ- 
tice ; while the audacious Criminals eſcape, not only, 
unpuniſhed ; but, perhaps with Applauſe and Appro- 
bation ! At the ſame time, that no private Perfon, or 
even, Corporation can expect a juſt Reward for pub- 
lic Services, a Protection, or Safeguard to their 
Rights, or Privileges, or a Redreſs of Grievances : 
For, if by Chance, any ſuch [ſhould have an honeſt, 
well meaning Repreſentative, as has, ſometimes, been 
the Caſe of our City, as well, as now; it is great 
odds, he will not have the Capacity of ſupporting, 
or, even offering a Petition to the Houſe ; but will, 
candidly, tell the Petitioner, that he muſt give his 
Caſe to ſome of the Speaking Members; as, he never 
did, and, is ſure, he never ſhall ſpeak in the Houſe. 

I BELIEVE, it will be judged unneceſſary to recite 
more of the Diſtempers, incident to this Part of the 
Body Politic. You ſee here, enough to bring on the 
ſudden Ruin and Diſſolution of any Body. If ever you 
live to ſee ſuch Commons, what Traces of your Con- 
ſtitution will then remain. You will want but a 
bad, or a weak King, or a corrupt Miniſtry, which 1s 
ſeldom wanting; to make your State worſe, than that 
of an abſolute Monarchy ; as Tyranny, by Force, is more 


_ ealily, and more likely to be, remedied, than Tyranny 


under the Sanction of Law. Whenever your Commons 
are venal, or under the Influence of the Miniſtry, you 
are betrayed into Slavery, by Law ! 

Bur, there are two material Branches more of our 
Adminiſtration, which will ever run into the moſt 
dangerous and deſtructive Abuſes in their Offices; nay, 
will be encouraged in fo doing; when they find the 
Lords, or Commons, weak, ignorant, or corrupt. By 
the Conduct of theſe, our more remote Fellow Sub- 
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jects, may ſhrewdly gueſs at the Diſpoſition of the 
Parlement. 

WHENEVER you have an unjuſt Miniſtry, they will 
among other evil and unqualified Officers of your 
State; furniſh your Courts with Judges, out of the 
many Creatures, who have longeſt and beſt born their 
baſe Burdens in Parlement, here ; interlarded with ſome 
truſty Tools, from England ; culled out of the Infernal 
Band, of hireling Slaves and Proftitutes, that have moſt 
aſſiduouſly miniſtered to the Corruption, or Luſt of the 
prime Vizir of Great Britain. Always provided, that 
they know nothing of Probity, Juſtice, Equity, or Law; 
whence, they readily contract an incurable Averſion to 
the Conſtitution and People of Ireland. 

I, ever you live to ſee ſuch abandoned Slaves in theſe 

high and important Places, be aſſured there is ſome- 

thing much diſtempered, in, or about the Head. But, 

you will, in a great meaſure, be able to learn the State 
and diſpoſition of your Parlements, by the Judgement 

and Occonomy of your Judges. | 

Ix, then, your Judges ſhould ever preſume to exe- 
cute Decrees of the Peers of England, or Engliſh Ads, 

unapproved by our Parlement, they follow but the 

Didtales of their Maſters ; they are not to be looked on, 
as friends, or juſt Servants of the State; they are 

avowed Enemies to your King and Country ; for which 

they expect rewards from their Employers; and dread no 

Checque, here, truſting to the weakneſs, or wickedneſs 

of Parlements. From theſe Cauſes, you muſt expect, 

that ſuch Judges, will not only, delay, but poſitively, 

deny Law and Juſtice, to all the oppreſſed Poor; while 

they barter and ſell both, readily, to the Rich and Pow- 

erfull , that they will clame a /egi/lative, as well, as 

Judicative Power in the Courts, and will exert an adbjo- 
lute, Arbitrary ſway over Jur1ts ; denying their Privi- 

lege, and ſuppreſſing their Power and Authority, or, 
p-rmptorily dictating Yerd:#5 to them. Or, where, they 
ſuſpect, Furies may not be corrupted, or, by terrifying, 

compelled to ſerve their ſiniſter Purpoſes ; there, you will 

find, ſuch Judges will always preſume to determine 

poſitively, arbitrarily, without Juries, I may ſay, with- 
„ 0 
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out Law, or Juſtice; and will, always, be ready to 
authoriſe every Act of Oppreſſion of the Miniſtry, 
however, illegal and unjuſt, by the infallible Advice 
and Opinion of our Lords, the Judges. And, why? 
Becauſe they are here, rendered, by Act of Parle- 
ment too; dependent Creatures of the Miniſtry, whom, 
the corrupt and iniquitous will, therefore, implicitly 
and paſſively, ſerve and obey ; eſpecially, when ſuch 
have nothing to fear from a Parlement, like them, 
conſiſting of ignorant, or profligate ; ſervile, or corrupt; 
penal, or dependent Slaves and Praſtitutes. 

Bur, there are ſubordinate Officers of your State, 
who may, render your wiſe Laws ard happy Conſti- 
tution, of none Effect, by Ignorance, Supineſs, or Cor- 
ruption. I mean the Sherifs, Theſe are the principal 
executive Officers of the Law: For, withuut the Au- 
thority of a Sherif, no Wris, or Proceſs of Law can, 
ordinarily, be executed; nor a Grand, or Petty Fury, 
properly impanelled. And in Counties and Cities, 
they are the returning Officers, at Elections. | 

Wera you always to have as wiſe and as juſt 
Judges, as you, now, can boaſt, your Conſtitution 
may be undone, or overthrown, by the Sherifs ; un- 
leſs the Wiſdom and Virtue of your Parlement reſtrain 
them. . 

Tus great and antient Officers, were once elec- 
live; but now, they are appointed, in all the Counties, 
except thoſe of ſome few Cities, and Towns corpo- 
rated; by the Miniſtry, or, rather, nominated out of a 
Return of ſome few, made by the reigning Tyrant, 
or Fattion, in the ſeveral Counties. So that, under 
an evil Adminiſtration, you will find, that whoever 
has moſt Work to be done, for a Sherif, or moſt 
dreads the Execution of his Office, will, if he has 
Power; take Care to have his Creatures and Dependents 
returned, When this is the Caſe, you may judge, by 
frequently, hearing, upon the iſſuing a Wrü, the 
coming on of any conſiderable Trial, at an approach- 
ing Election, or the like; the Queſtion, In whoſe Ju- 
tereſt is the Sherif ? For, on that, the Succels of the 
Cauſe, or Election, will be generally, laid, If it be, 
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notorious, that in moſt of the Counties of this King- 
dom, no Hi, or Proceſs of Law, is to be executed 
by a Sherif, no Grand, or Petty Fury impannelled, and 
conſequently, no Yerdif? found; and no Return of an 
Election made, but by the permifſion, or Dictates of the 
reigning Lord, or Faction in the County; then Corrup- 
tion 1s at the Heighth ; there will be nothing, then, 
more common, for Sherifs, than to return, on Writs, 
Debtors not to be found, within their Bailitwicks, with 
whom they paſs ſome days every Week. The Sheriff, 
who. is too nice to return ſuch a glaring Falſehood, 
mult become the cloſeſt Priſoner, in the County. He 
will not dare to arreſt his Friends ; and, inſtead of their 
keeping out of his way ; he will be obliged to keep out 
of theirs, toavoidexecuting his Office. For which cauſe, 
you mult never expect to ſee a Sberif, at any public 
Aſſembly, in his County, if his Friends be in Debt; 
except at /ſ/izes, or Seſſions, when he will take Care to 
pack them into Grand Furies, for Protection. As for 
finding a Verdi, againſt the Intereſt of any of his 
Maſters, or their Tools, Creatures, or Allies in Iniquity ; 
that is never to be expected, let the Evidence of the 
Fact, be ever ſo ſtrong, ſo plain, ſo inconteſtible. Of 
thoſe Corruptions and Abuſes, numberleſs Proofs will 
be evident, It will be well known, that Juries, who 
will be almoſt Eyc-Witneſſes of moſt horrid, flagitious 
Murders, Treaſons, &c. will acquit the Criminals, 
And, that Ingueſts will return Men, poſſeſſed of no 
Land, in a County, who, to the Knowlege of moſt of 
them, as well, as of the Sherif, will be actually poſſeſſed 
of ſome thouſands of Pounds a Year, in that County, 
_ perhaps, on part of which, the Court may be, then 

eld. | 

Tuxsx are moſt melancholly Recitals! and ſuch as, 
probably, will, by ſome ſhallow Politicians, be treated 
as Viſionary ; and by ſome more Crafty, artfully derid- 
ed, as Chymerical Prediftions. I wiſh they may be found 
ſuch, in paſſed, preſent and future times ! But, if 
theſe Men will not ſhut their Eyes againſt the Con- 
viction of Truth, let them look back, and ſee, not- 
withſtanding the firm Security, they would draw, from 
the Wiſdem and Virtue of the preſent Lieutenant, or 
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Juſtices of the Crown; the true and refulgent Nobi- 
ſity of the preſent Temporal. Peers, and the ſignal 
Grace and Reverence of the Spiritual Lords ; the re- 


markable Freedom and Independence, and the diſtin- 


guiſhed good Senſe and Loyalty of the preſent Com- 
mons ; the exalted Knowledge, diſcerning Sagacity, 
invariable Juſtice, unerring Judgment, and Patriot 
Diſpoſition, of the preſent moſt wiſe, reverend and 
learned Judges; and the Senſe, Freedom and Integrity 
of the preſent Sherifs; whether there have not been 
Men, in all theſe high and important Stations, as 
well, in England, as in Ireland ; not only, totally de- 
void of every Grace and Virtue, of every requiſite - 
Qualification for their Stations; but, involved in 
every Wickedneſs, Vice, and Infamy, that might 


tend to the Deſtruction of civil Society, or to the 


Diſgrace of Mankind ? No Man, of common Senſe, 
can deny this. The Conſtitution of each Country, 
ſtil], bears ſome fatal Marks of ſuch a general Dege- 
neracy, in the Adminiſtration. And, is human Na- 
ture to be thought ſo far improved, as to have no 
room to dread, that evils, which have been once, may 
again, be perpetrated ? Do but reflect, what kind of 
Men the Lieutenants, I have here mentioned muſt have 
been? And what kind of Parlements they muſt have 
had, to frame ſuch monſtrous, inconſiſtent and anti- 
conſtitutional Acts, as they paſſed ! No Parlement had, 
or ever can have, Power to vary the form of the Legi- 


Nature, much leſs, to transfer, alienate, diminiſh or di- 


vide their Authority; yet, this did Poynings's iniquitous 


Parlement! No Parlement has, or can have a Right to 


delegate a Legiſlative Power, to any Man, or Body of 
Men; yet, the baſe, the perjured Parlement of Charles 


the Second, veſted a Legiſlative Power, beyond what 


they themſelves had, in the Privy Council, who made 
thoſe anti-conſtitutional and oppreſſive Ordinances, for 
the inſſaving all the Cities and Boroughs, in this King- 
dom; called, the NEW RULE $S! No Parlement 

has, or can have, a Right to grant Taxes for L ife, and 
much leſs, to make them hereditary, to the Crown; 
yer, that did the ſame corrupt Parlement, and ſub- 
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jected the Deciſion of many Matters of Property, in 
Trade, to thofe very honorable, dependent Creatures of 
the Britiſh Miniſtry, the Commiſſioners of the Revenue 
What Sort of Saves have often been put into that 
Office, I need not tell the CiTizexs of Dublin. But, 
it is not amiſs to let you know, that one of theſe Ho- 
morable Gentlemen, one Byrne, or Brenan; Brien, or 
Bryne, or ſome ſuch Name; which, I ſuppoſe you 
might have heared of; he being now, as I underſtand, 
one of theſe Commiſſioners, or a Commiſftaner to a 
Commiſſioner ; is now, as I am well informed; ſolli- 
eiting an Englih AF of Parlement, in relation to our 
Revenue; and yet, I am told, talks of coming back, 
to live, and execute that Act here. When the Com- 
miſſioners preſume to play ſuch Pranks, and to com- 
miffion Robbers at Land, and Pirates at Sra; For, 
ſuch, are thoſe, under the Color of foreign Laws, 
employed in reſtraining our Trade, by ſeiſing our 
Goods and Manufactures, which I have heared has 
been done; they muſt have done it, not knowing, 
or fearing, that we have GRAND JuRIEs, in Dublin, 
which may and have, ſometimes, preſented ſlighter 
Offenders, than ſuch as theſe, as Public Nuiſances, Ene- 
mies to their KI x and CounTRy. Then, what kind 
of Parlement we had here, in the late Reign, when 
an Attempt was made to grant the Su/dies to the 
Crown, for twenty one Years, let any conſiderate 
Man judge, from the Preceding Principles of our 
Policy. Hence, it muſt be confeſfed, your whole 
Body Politic has been diſtempered. If it now be 
healthy, it is your Duty to preſerve it in that State. 
Tur our good Lords, the Judges, have not always 
been, HoLTs, or TaLrBoTs; JocEL VN, or SINGLE- 
Tons, I have ſhewn in the ComPpLainTs, I preſented 
for you to the preſent Lord Lieutenant. Why they 
were never anſwered, aſk his Excellency, and our 
Lords the Judges, But, there is a moſt audaciqus In- 
fult, I might have ſaid, deadly Wound, given by 
the Judges, to our Conſtitution, which laid the Foun- 
dation ſor the oppreflive Act of Patlement, of the 
Sixth of che late King, in England ; which Lhave en- 
| deavored 
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deavored to explain, in the Hiſtory of the Caſe of 
Sherlock and Annefley, and the Procedings thereupon, 
in my Twelveth Adareſs. 

As for the Sherifs, what they have been, all over 
the Kingdom, aſk any Man, who has ever had Occa- 
ſion for the Sherif's Office, What ours have been, 
I ſhall endeavor to ſhew you, when I come to the 
Affairs of our City. | 

Now, I ſuppoſe, ſuch of you, as have had Pati- 
ence to read thus far, expect, after a long Detail of 
Diſeaſes, incident to the Body Politic ; to find ſome 
Method of Cure propoſed, in Caſe ſuch Diſeaſes . 
ſhould, hereafter, occur. This is a moſt difficult 
Part of my Taſk But, however, as without the 
later, the former would be ufeleſs, I ſhall venture to 
offer the belt Hints, that occur to me, to your Confi- 
deration : And, as this is a Work, that can not poſ- 
ſibly be effected, by one unaſſiſted Man, ſo Hints ate 
all, you are to expect from me, in my preſent Cit- 
cumſtances. | 

Brok E the healing Art was reduced to a regular 
Science, we are told, that all Perfons, who had been 
cured of any difeaſe, repaired to the Temple of 4polts; 
and, after returning thanks to the Gop of Health; hung 


up, as a Memorial to Poſterity, an Hiſtory of their 


particular Diſeafes, and the means whereby they were, 
reſpectively, cured. 

From this rude Practice, the moſt uſeful obſervati- 
ons, and the beſt Rules in Phyſic, in proceſs of time, 
were deduced. This muft have brought an immenſe 
Concourſe'of People to the Temple ; ſome to record the 
Recovery of their Health, others to ſearch for the means 
of recovering theirs. 

As political Phyfic has not yet been reduced to ariy 
general Syſtem ; I muſt, in this attempt, follow the 


primitive Practice. 


I can not, here, preſume to ſay, that Great Britain, 
or Ireland is, at preſent, infected with the foul Diſeaſes, 
of which I have recited the ſigns. But, that both 
have been deeply diſtempered, I dare and do affert. 
And that they may 'be fo again, from the general frail- 

ty 
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ty and degeneracy of Human Nature; is more than 


1 It is yours My BRETHREN, to look narrow- 


into theſe Matters; ſince to guard and provide a- 
* ſuch evils, muſt be the conſtant care of every 


loyal Subject, of every good Man. 


EXAMINE, with a true Ballance, the former, differ- 
ent States of Health of your Mother Country. See OLD 
ENGLAND, at one period, in the greatneſs of her King, 
in the Wiſdom and Virtue of her Councils, in the Know- 
lege and Juſtice of her Judges, in the Senſe and Probity 


of her Sherifs and other miniſterial Officers, and in the 


Freedom, Valor and Renown of herSons, in general; vy- 
ing in Glory, with oLD ATHENS, or Rome |! See her 
at another, in the Tyranny, Baſeneſs and Wickedneſs of 
her King, in the Ignorance and Corruption of her Coun- 
cils, and Judges, in the Weakneſs and Perfidy of her 
7 and other Officers, and in the Yenality, Servi- 

endence and Pufilanimity of her Sons, ſunk 
4 „if poſſible, than the wretched Inhabitants of 
modern Greece, or Rome; down right [talians! To this 


deplorable, diſtempered State, has Britain been, more 


than once, reduced. And her Diſtempers, and Vices, 


as well, as her Health and Virtues, are, generally, in- 
tailed, though they more lately appear; on 1reland. 


How, then, have theſe Nations been cured ?—— 


Here the Excellency of our Conſtitution appears ſig- 
nally ſuperior to all others. When the reigning, or 
governing Members of Athens and Rome, became ig- 


norant, or corrupt, theſe great States, once the Pattern 


and Miſtreſs of the World ; fell, never to riſe again ! 


But, the Britiſ̃ Government, conſiſting of more ſourd 


| Stamina, that is, of better Principles, and being raiſed 
upon a firmer Foundation; has withſtood an infinite 
Variety of Shocks, from divers diſtempered Heads and 
Members; yet, in the Conflict, has, not only, recovered 
her former Health, ſtrength and Vigor, but made 


Enquire how theſe 
You will find, they 


large Acquiſitions to each. 
great ends were obtained ? 


were the pure reſult of that, on which the Health and | 
Being of every State muſt depend; the FREEDOM and 


Via Tux of rnR PF 0 P L E. While the Conſtituents 
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are thoroughly found, they will have proper Members. 
Then, let the Members contract what diſeaſes they 
will; the Conſtituents muſt ever have it in their Power, 
to cure them, or to cut them off,, when they become in- 
curably ro{ten, or corrupt. 

PEeRUSE the learned and brave AcutrLEy's 
Britannic Conſtitution ; and, there, you will find, that 
by this Means, alone, the numberleſs Wounds and 
breaches made in the Britiſß Conſtitution, with which 
ours mult ever riſe and fall; were healed and repared. 

IT is not to be doubted, that if the ſeveral Mem- 
hers of the Body Politic performed the Duties of their 
different Spheres, reſpectively; we of theſe Nations 
ſhould be the greateſt and happieſt People upon 
Earth. | | 

Lr, then, every Man look into his own Boſom; 
and enquire, how he acts his Part? If he chooſes to 
enjoy the great Benefits of our moſt wiſe and happy 
Frame of Government; if he wiſhes to be a free Agent 


and to have his Life, Liberty and Property ſafe and 


ſecure, he muſt firſt diſcharge the Duties of his own 
Station, faithſully, and then, he may the better call 
upon his Neighbours and Superiors, to fulfill their 
reſpective Taſks, in Life. To be duly intituled to 
the ſingular Privileges of our Eſtabliſhment, he muſt, 
in all Reſpects, be free and acknowledge no Superior, 
but ſuch, as the Laws direct. Every one of you, has 
two Capacities ; the one private, the other public, or 
polilical. In the firſt, you are, in ſome meaſure, un- 
der the Direction of your Employers; in the ſecond, 
under the Direction and Power of the Law, alone. 
Whatever Influence you may be under, in your pri- 
vate Proſeſſion, you can be under none, but that of 
Reaſon and Law, in your public Character. W hoever 
preſumes to Influence you, againſt theſe, is a Brant, 


the worſt of Robbers; And whoever ſubmits to ſuch 


undue Influence, is a Traitor and a Slave. 

Ir you would prevent your Country's falling into 
the melancholy State, here Ceſcribed; you muſt, 
upon all Occaſions; hint, judge and act like FREE- 
MEN, But, above all things, you mult free:y and 


farly 


. [32] 


fairh Lect, that is, chooſe, the beſt and moſt tho- 
roughly qualified Perſons, to- repreſent you in Parle- 
ment. Which of you could think of appointing a 
weak, ignorant, or a diſhoneſt Man, Executor to 
your Will? Every Member of Parlement is 
an Executoy of the Will of the whole Community, of 
every Subject, living, or dead, in a political Capaci- 
. Upon this Choice, therefore, your Safety and 
Well-being and that of Poſterity, - muſt ever, chiefly 
depend. While you are free and virtuous, your Com- 
mon, muſt be ſo. By them, ſuch Wounds as have 
been made in the Conſtitution, will be healed ; and by 
them, the Corruption and Degeneracy of all the other 
Members and Officers of the Community, muſt ever 
be puniſhed, or prevented. If ever we have Com- 
mons ignorant, or negligent of theſe great Duties; 
you muſt be undone: For, as the fault muſt princi- 
pally lie in the Conſtituents, the Remedy muſt be 
precarious. 2 a 
T nvs, as the Formation of our Government and the 
Powers and Privileges of all Branches of the Admini- 
ſtration, are derived from, and held in truſt for, Taz 
PeoPLE; ſo, the Reſtoration of the Conſtitution, 
when lapſed, and its Preſervation, when reſtored, in 
an healthful State; muſt, ever, depend upon THEIR 
FREEDOM and VIX TVE; to miniſter to which, is the 
utmoſt Ambition of, 


My MOST BELOVED BRETHREN 


Ang + AD 3% 


| FELLOW-C1TIZENS, 
With the utmoſt Sincerity and Affection, 
Tours, 


Dublin, March 
1655. 1748. 


C. Lucas. 
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